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a young lady who liad tlie wit of an angel, and was worthy of a
crown." Wolsey is said to have suggested Anne's appointment
as maid of honour to the queen.

The following rules wore observed with regard to the table of
the ladies in the household of queen Katharine, to which Anne
was now attached. Each maid of honour was allowed a woman-
servant and a spaniel as her attendants A chine of beef, a
manchet, and a diet loaf, offered a plentiful breakfast for the
three; to these viands was added a gallon of ale. The brewer was
enjoined to put neither hops nor brimstone into then* ale, the first
being deemed as horrible an adulteration as the last. The maids
of honour, like officers in the array and navy at the present day,
dined at mess, a circumstance which shows how veiy ancient that
familiar term is. " Seven messes of ladies dined at the same table
in the great chamber. Manchets, beef, mutton, ale, and wine
were served to them in abundance, to which were added hens,
pigeons, and rabbits. On fast-days their mess was supplied
with salt salmon, salted eels, whitings, gurnet, plaice, and
flounders.

The first thing Anne did was to engage herself in a romantic
love affair with Henry lord Percy, the eldest son of the earl of
Northumberland, regardless of the family arrangement by which
she was pledged to become the wife of the heir of sir Piers
Butler. Percy, like herself, had been destined by paternal policy
to a matrimonial engagement wherein affection had no share.
He had exhibited great reluctance to fulfil the contract into which
his father had entered for him in his boyhood with the daughter
of the earl of Shrewsbury, and it was still unratified on his part
when he appeared at court as an eleve of cardinal Wolsey. The
office which Percy filled about the person of the minister required
that he should attend him to the palace daily, which he did; and
while his patron was closeted with the king, or engaged at the
council-board, he was accustomed to resort to the queen's ante-
chamber, where he singled out mistress Anne as the object of his
exclusive attention, and such love was nourished between them
that a promise of marriage was exchanged, and, reckless alike of
the previous engagements which had been made for them in other
quarters by their parents, they became what was then called
troth-plight, or insured to each other. Henry determined to
separate the lovers. Accordingly he sent for Wolsey, and, ex-
pressing himself very angrily on the subject of the contract into
which Anne Boleyn and Percy had entered, ^Large^d him to take
prompt steps for dissolving their engagement. The cardinal
returned to his house at Westminster, and sending for lord